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PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

Oxford University Polo Club to Play University of London Polo Club in the Grand 

Final of the Metropolitan Intervarsity Polo 2015 - The London Challenge 

 
Tianjin, China, 25 July 2015 – After four days, nine matches and 36 chukkas of action-packed varsity 

polo at the Tianjin Goldin Metropolitan Polo Club, the Grand Final line-up has been decided. In 

today’s two contrasting but equally entertaining semi-finals, Oxford overcame Cambridge by 5 goals 

to 3.5, and London thrashed Harvard by a score of 12 to 1.5. Oxford and London progress to the Grand 

Final tomorrow; Cambridge and Harvard will battle it out for third place. In today’s consolation game 

for fifth place, Stanford defeated Yale by 7 goals to 1.5.  

  

Like all the games at this tournament, the semi-finals unfolded on the splendid new South Field at 

Tianjin Goldin Metropolitan Polo Club, its pristine playing surface a credit to the hardworking ground 

crews who have tended the turf day and night.  

  

In the day’s opening semi-final on a hot and humid afternoon, fans lining the balconies and terraces of 

the magnificent South Field grandstand were treated to a unique rerun of the famous Varsity Polo 

Match, an annual contest between Oxford and Cambridge in the UK that draws thousands of 

spectators. The Varsity Polo Match has been taking place since 1878; in June this year, Oxford 

thumped Cambridge by 14 goals to 2 so revenge was very much on the minds of the Cambridge 

foursome. 

  

In the saddle for Cambridge: Meike Van Vlaanderen, Lucy Jacobson, Clifton Yeo, and Evie Hampson. 

Their opponents Oxford comprised the talents of Amy Nizolek, Kasey Morris, Lawrence Wang and 

Louis Maddison. Cambridge began the game with a 1.5 goal head start to reflect the difference in 

handicap total.  

  

First blood went to the light blue shirts of Cambridge, Clifton Yeo poking it between the posts form 

close range after two minutes of tense polo. Cambridge just about edged the attacking play in the first 

chukka, and at the final bell, Meike Van Vlaanderen got the goal her side had been pushing for to 

make it Cambridge 3.5, Oxford 0. 

  

The navy shirts of Oxford needed to stamp some authority on this semi-final, and they did so courtesy 

of number four Louis Maddison, who showed excellent composure to thread the ball between 

Cambridge defenders at speed and run it between the posts early in the chukka. Lawrence Wang came 

close for Oxford just past the halfway stage, and then the match really started to open up, the ponies 

flying over the turf and the crowd treated to some titanic charges, fierce ride-offs and last-ditch 

defending. It was Oxford who broke the deadlock just before the bell, however, Lawrence Wang 

finishing off a move started by Luis Maddison. At half time the game was poised at 3.5 – 2 in favour 

of Cambridge.  
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It remained too close to call in the third chukka, until Oxford substitute Chris de Koning was fastest on 

to Lawrence Wang’s loose ball to slip it over the line and put his side within half a score of 

Cambridge. This served to ignite the Oxford side, and Louis Maddison scored soon after to put his 

team in the lead for the first time in the match; the score going into the final chukka, 4 – 3.5 in 

Oxford’s favour.  

  

William Hsu came agonisingly close to scoring the start of the fourth, but she was unable to stretch 

Oxford’s lead. Kasey Morris, was, however, galloping in the ball after two and a half minutes to give 

Oxford some breathing room at 5 goals to 3.5. Cambridge battled on but were unable to turn things 

around, and will have to be content with the battle for third place tomorrow. 

  

The second semi-final saw University of London Polo Club take on Harvard Polo Club. London went 

into the game having posted two convincing wins against Cambridge and Yale in their preliminary 

matches. Harvard had come unstuck against Oxford in their opening match, but secured progress to the 

later stages in a convincing win over Yale.  

  

Going into battle for Harvard were Aemilia Phillips, Thomas Waite, JPaul Meyer and Marion 

Dierickx. In the saddle for London: James Cooper, Arthur Cole-Fontayn, Kristina Karailieva and 

Harold Hodges. Harvard started the match with a 1.5 goal handicap. 

  

First blood went to Harold Hodges of London with a simple penalty two, and he was fastest away 

again after the restart, galloping in a turbo-charged goal all the way from the throw-in completely 

unmolested. Hodges was the star of the tournament so far was and this semi-final was proving no 

different. A player of real versatility, his defensive acumen was just as sharp as his attacking player. 

Hodges was first on to every Harvard clearance, pinning back the U.S. university side time and again, 

before charging away to score his third before the bell to make it 3 – 1.5 to London. 

  

It was Arthur Cole-Fontayn’s chance to shine for London at the start of the second chukka, stepping on 

the gas to power in an excellent goal within a minute, and then scoring again at the other end seconds 

later. Harvard were in desperate need of inspiration, so up stepped J. Paul Meyer, steaming away 

toward goal but getting hooked out of it at the last second by London. James Cooper was in fine 

running for London as the chukka wore on, and Harold Hodges provided the finishing touch just 

before the bell to make it 6 – 1.5 to London at the halfway stage.  

  

Arthur Cole-Fontayn was again the player to score first in the third chukka, stealing the ball from his 

opposite number to make it 7 – 1.5 to London. London’s Hodges and Cooper linked up nonchalantly 

midway through the chukka to make it 8, before Cooper added a ninth, striking a bouncing ball that 

flew up almost vertically into the air and between the posts. At the end of the third chukka, Harvard 

were in desperate straits, trailing London by 1.5 – 9. 
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It was a perfect ten for London after just 20 seconds of polo in the final chukka, a fabulous backhand 

by Hodges sending Kristina Karailieva through to score. James Cooper added his third of the match 

with a minute and a half left on the clock, and then the London number two had the crowd on their feet 

with an absolute belter of a strike seconds before the final bell, setting off on a victory gallop and 

tossing his stick into the air in triumph. London were through; the final score 12 – 1.5. Harvard will 

need to regroup and talk tactics for the third place contest with Cambridge tomorrow.  

  

Earlier in the day, Stanford had taken on Yale in the battle to avoid sixth place. It had been a 

challenging preliminary stage for Stanford, coming up against two form teams of the tournament, 

Cambridge and London, in their opening matches. Against Yale they really hit their stride, however, 

the foursome of Laura Kurt, Shivani Torres, Eric Birdsall and Elizabeth Lake scoring five goals in the 

opening two chukkas to no reply, the score at the halfway stage 5 – 0.5 in Stanford’s favour.  

  

The match continued to go Stanford’s way after the treading-in of the divots, with two more goals in 

the third chukka. But by way of consolation and to the cheers of the crowd, Yale finally got themselves 

on the scoreboard in the last period, the final score Stanford 7, Yale 1.5. All credit to Stanford, who 

improved on their sixth place finish in last year’s varsity tournament and their first at the Tianjin 

Goldin Metropolitan Polo Club. Yale, the most successful university polo team in the US, will be 

disappointed with their sixth place finish, but the fans will look forward to their renewed challenge 

next year.  
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Metropolitan Intervarsity Polo 2015 – The London Challenge  

 
Result 

 

Day 1 July 21, 2015 

 

Yale vs Oxford    3-10 

 

Cambridge vs Stanford   11-4.5 
 

 

Day 2 July 22, 2015 

 

London vs Cambridge   10-3.5 

 

Harvard vs Oxford   3-8 

 
 

Day 3 July 23, 2015 

 

Harvard vs Yale   8-5 

 

London vs Stanford   10-4.5 

 

 

Day 4 July 25, 2015 

 

Yale vs Stanford   1.5-7 

 

Oxford vs Cambridge   5-3.5 

 

London vs Harvard   12-1.5 

 

 

 

The tournament schedule will continue as follows: 

 

Time Schedule 
16:30 Subsidiary Cambridge VS Harvard 
17:30 Final Oxford VS London 
18:45 Prize Presentation 
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Partners of Metropolitan Intervarsity Polo 2015 - The London Challenge 
 

 

Organisers:    Tianjin Polo Association 

    Hong Kong Polo Development and Promotion Federation 

    Tianjin Goldin Metropolitan Polo Club  

 

 

Official Jersey Supplier:  La Martina 

 

 
Special Thanks:    Fortune Heights   http://www.fortuneheights-tj.com 

 

   

Media Partner:    多派少儿频道 
 

Official Online Media Partner:  房王    http://www.ihk.com 

 
 

About Tianjin Goldin Metropolitan Polo Club 

 

Tianjin Goldin Metropolitan Polo Club currently features three standard-sized polo fields, stables for 

over 260 horses, all-weather training facilities, a riding school and a luxurious Club House and 167-

room resort-style hotel. The state-of-the-art equestrian facilities are used and maintained by 

professionals from all over the world. 

 

Apart from being the host venue of the FIP Snow Polo World Cup, major international fixtures on the 

Club’s annual calendar include various spring and autumn tournaments and matches for different 

levels of play from youth to professional. 

 

Tianjin Goldin Metropolitan Polo Club was opened in November 2010 as the sporting and social 

flagship of “Goldin Metropolitan”, a mega-development by Hong Kong-listed developer Goldin 

Properties Holdings Limited, which will comprise three zones: a Central Business District, home to the 

117-storey Goldin Finance Tower; the 898,000 square metres (222-acre) Tianjin Goldin Metropolitan 

Polo Club and a low-density luxury residential belt to be launched in the near future. 
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Contact Details 

 

For more information about the event or request for high resolution images, please contact: 

 
Goh Wee Ling                                                                         Summer Li          
Director, Marketing and Communications                             Assistant Manager, Marketing and Communications 

Email:  weelinggoh@metropolitanpoloclub.com                   Email: summerli@metropolitanpoloclub.com   

Office: +86 022 8372 8888 Ext 7908                                     Office: +86 022 8372 8888 Ext 7902    

Mobile: +86 182 0267 4412                                                    Mobile: +86 150 2260 6993       

 

Official website: 

www.mpc-intervarsity.com 

 

Follow MPC’s official Wechat account to get news and information 

 
Our website: www.metropolitanpoloclub.com 

mailto:summerli@metropolitanpoloclub.com

